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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Mail Stop Missing Parts 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

The attention of the Examiner is invited to the documents listed on the attached Form 
PTO-1449. Copies of the listed references were previously cited by or submitted to the Office in 
a prior application. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d) and MPEP § 609, the prior application is 
identified by its U.S. Application Number in this Information Disclosure Statement on the 
attached Form PTO-1449, and the above-captioned application relies on the prior application for 
an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120 of the listed documents are submitted herewith. 

It is respectfully requested that the information above be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record therein and appear 
among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 
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CERTIFICATION AND/OR FEE 



Because this Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted prior to issuance of the 
first action on the merits of the above-captioned application, no certification or fee is required. 



Respectfully submitted, 

David R. Marsh (Reg. No. 41,408) 
Milan M. Vinnola (Reg. No. 45,979) 
Thomas E. Holsten (Reg. No. 46,098) 

Date: January 5, 2004 

ARNOLD & PORTER 
555 Twelfth Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004-1206 
(202)942-5000 telephone 
(202) 942-5999 facsimile 
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